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Protect Our Waters: Reduce Chloride Pollution

Every winter, salt helps keep our roads, driveways, and sidewalks safe. But did you know that too much salt
(chloride) can harm our streams, rivers, and drinking water?

Why Chloride Matters

e Permanent pollutant — Once chloride enters our waterways, it does not break down.
e Aquatic life at risk — High chloride levels are toxic to fish, insects, and plants.
e Drinking water concerns — Elevated chloride can impact the taste of drinking water and corrode pipes.

What You Can Do at Home

e Shovel first — Remove as much snow and ice as possible before applying salt.

e Use only what you need — A coffee-cup amount (about 12 0z) of salt is enough to cover a 20-foot
driveway.

o Switch to alternatives — Consider sand for traction, or products labeled safe for pets and plants.

e Sweep up leftovers — If salt or sand remains on dry pavement, sweep it up to reuse or dispose of it

properly.
Our Town’s Commitment

The Town of Ogden is working to reduce chloride pollution by promoting smart winter maintenance practices.
Together, small changes in how we manage snow and ice can protect water quality for generations.
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