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Keep Leaves & Yard Waste Out of Storm Drains

Every fall, colorful leaves and yard debris pile up quickly. While it may be tempting to sweep or blow them into
the street, storm drains, or ditches — this simple action can cause big problems for our community and
waterways.

Why It Matters

e Clogged Drains — Leaves and grass block storm drains, leading to street flooding.

o Water Pollution — As leaves and yard waste decompose in water, they release nutrients that fuel
harmful algae blooms and reduce oxygen for fish.

e Costly Cleanups — Blocked drains require extra maintenance, raising costs for the Town.

What You Can Do
o Compost at home — Turn leaves and grass into free, nutrient-rich compost.
e Bag or mulch — Use paper leaf bags for collection or mulch clippings back into your lawn.
e Keep drains clear — Sweep or rake debris away from curbs, ditches, and drains.

Together for Clean Water

Managing leaves and yard waste responsibly protects local streams, reduces flooding, and keeps our Town
beautiful. Do your part this season—never dump leaves or yard waste into storm drains!
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