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GUIDELINES FOR FINISHING BASEMENTS IN EXISTING RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLINGS 

TOWN of OGDEN & VILLAGE OF SPENCERPORT 
 

Permit Requirements: 
 

 Provide a detailed floor plan showing any required egress and the use of the remodeled 
space. Basements with habitable space AND every sleeping room shall have at least one 
operable emergency and rescue opening. Such opening shall open directly into a public 
way. 

 Minimum required openings shall have a net clear opening of 5.7 square feet; a 
minimum opening height of 24 inches and a minimum opening width of 20 inches. The 
sill height cannot exceed more than 44 inches above the floor. 

 Smoke alarms are required in every sleeping room; within 15 feet outside of every 
sleeping room and on each story of the dwelling with habitable space. 

 Carbon monoxide alarms shall be provided outside every sleeping area and are required 
on each story that contains a carbon monoxide source. 

 Minimum ceiling height for habitable space in basements shall be 6 feet 8 inches from 
finished floor. Beams, ducts, girders and other obstructions may project to within 6 feet 
4 inches of the finished floor. 

 Inspections typically required are rough framing; rough electrical; rough plumbing; 
rough mechanical; final electrical and final inspection when completed. 

 The following Electrical Inspection Agencies are approved to do electrical inspections in 
the Town of Ogden and the Village of Spencerport: 
 

 Middle Department Inspection Agency                         (585) 454-5191 
    
                           OR 
 

 Commonwealth Electrical Inspection Service               (585) 698-0231 
 

   

 Final inspection is required upon completion.  Please call the Building Department 
(585) 617-6195 to schedule a final inspection. 
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